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Vao khoang 5 gi¢ sang, “Tinh Long 7” cat canh dé
thay thé “Tinh Long 6” trong nhiém vu bao vé cin cd
Tan Son Nhét. Khi troi bat ddu sang, Tinh Long 7 da bat
chip moi hiém nguy do hoa luc phong khong cua dich,
trong d6 c6 hoa tién tdm nhiét SA-7, xudng thap dé tan
dung cac khdu mingun va dai bac 20 ly tdn cong dich
quén dang tién vé vong dai phi truong.

Khoang 7 gi¢ 30 sang, chiéc AC-119K bj tring
mot hoa tién SA-7 ctia dich, bdc chdy réi phat nd, gay
lam dé6i va dam xu6ng dat. Hang ngan dong bao dang
cho di tan & phi truong Tan Son Nhat, va mot s6 phong
vién ngoai qudc da ching kién tdn mit tim guong can
truong bat khudt va sy hy sinh cao ca ctia Tinh Long
7; trong phi hanh doan 9 ngudi chi c6 mét nguoi duy
nhat song soét nhung bi trong thuong la Thugng si xa
tht Nguyén Van Chin.

[Cung thdi gian, chiéc A-1 Skyraider cua Thiéu td
Truong Phung, danh hiéu Phi Long 2, thudc Phi doan
khu truc 518 (lic do da roi Bién Hoa vé tru dong tai
Binh Thuy), bay 1én chdn dich 6 Phii Lam ciing bi phong
khong ctia dich ban ha. Tinh Long 7 va Phi Long 2 dugc
ghi nhan la hai phi hanh doan cudi cuing cua Khong Liic
VNCH hy sinh trong nhiém vu Bdo Qudc - Trdn Khong]

Theo tac gia Thai Ngung, mot ngudi tiing phuc vu
tai Phi Doan 821 Tinh Long, tong cdng trudc sau da cé
7 chiéc AC-119K ctia phi doan bi rét, do hoa luc dich
hodc do truc tric ky thuat.

* Khong Tham:

C6 3 phi co EC-47 ctia Phi Doan 718 Thién Long
bi hda luc ctia dich ban ha, chi tiét nhu sau:

- Ngay 26/10/1973, mot chiéc EC-47 bi triing dan
phong khong vao dong co bén canh phai & bién gidi
Viét — Mién, phai bay bing mét dong co vé dap khan
cdp tai Tan Son Nhat. Trudng phi co ti nan.

- Ngay 9/5/1974, mot chiéc EC-47 hoat dong tai
vung Md Vet, Tay Ninh, bi trung dan phong khong,
phai dap khén cép xudng phi truong Tay Ninh, toan bo
phi hanh doan dugc an toan nhung phi co bi gay canh,
phai bo lai phi truong sau khi da thao gd tat ca may moc
dién tu.

- Ngay 13/5/1974, moét chiéc EC-47 hoat dong tai
vung Mo Vet va nui Ba Pen, Tay Ninh, bi trung hoa
tién tdm nhiét SA-7 cta dich. Toan bd phi hanh doan
tt nan, trit di€u hanh vién nhay du, séng sot va bi dich
bat lam tu binh.
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(1) Mot trong nhiing doc ddo cua nganh van tdi
trong Khong Luc VNCH (gém cd vdn tdi vé trang lan
khéng tham) la tdt cd cdc danh hiéu phi doan déu co chit
“Long” (rong) nhu: Xich Long, Thanh Long, Long Ma,
Thdn Long, Son Long, Phuiong Long, Hoang Long, Thién
Long, Héa Long, Hac Long, Tinh Long, v.v...

Mot s6 nguidi, trong do co cd cdc tdc gid ngoai quoc,
da ldm tudng viéc st dung chit “Long” trong danh hiéu
phi doan van tdi vé trang dau tién la Phi Doan 817 “Hoa
Long” la xudt phat tu nickname “Puff, the Magic Dragon”
ma phia Hoa Ky da ddt cho chiéc AC-47 ddu tién ctia ho.

Trén thuc té, gdn 10 ndm trudc do, hai Phi Doan
413 va 415 (nguyén la Phi Doan 1 va Phi Doan 2 Vin
Tdi) da c6 danh hiéu “Xich Long” va “Thanh Long”. Suy
ra, viec AC-47 cua KQVN mang danh hiéu “Héa Long”
va AC-47 ctia KQHK c6 nickname “Puff, the Magic Dra-
gon” chi la mot sy trung hgp vo tinh!

(2) Cac logi van tdi vé trang cua Hoa Ky vi dugc
bién cdi tui cdc kiéu phi co vdn tdi hién hiiu nén sau phién
hiéu khong c6 tén riéng nhu cdc logi phi co khdc (Sky-
train, Flying Boxcar, Hercules...), ma chi c¢6 nickname,
dugc sit dung lam danh hiéu vo tuyén (callsign): AC-47
“Puff”, “Spooky”, AC-130 “Spectre”, AC-119G “Shadow”,
AC-119K “Stinger”.

Trén gidy to chinh thiic, AC-47 dugc goi la Gunship
I, AC-130 la Gunship 1I, AC-119 la Gunship II1.
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